
 

Candidate Questionnaire for 
 Maryland’s Congressional District 7 

November 2019 
 

The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: 

 

As a resident of this district for over 50 years, a practicing physician, scientist and 

successful legislator, I will bring a unique perspective and needed skills to Congress. I 

know the difficulties that patients face. I’ve passed legislation to help patients get the 

prescriptions they need and improve access to good health care. Although my focus has 

been on healthcare, my legislative successes extend to the environment, improving the 

lives of the underserved and mitigating for climate change. I believe that every child 

deserves the opportunity to succeed, that every person has the right to good healthcare 

and that every worker is owed a sustainable wage. These beliefs are central to my vision 

for the people of Maryland 7th Congressional District. Our issues are urgent. We need to 

act now. 

 

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer:  

 

We must treat climate change like the emergency it is and do everything we can. We 

must reinstitute environmental protection laws that have been eroded under Trump’s 

administration, recommit to the Paris Climate Accords, extend subsidies for renewable 

energy, remove subsidies for fossil fuels, accelerate programs for trapping carbon 

dioxide and other greenhouse gases, initiate a carbon tax, encourage green innovation 

and green jobs and encourage dietary changes in nutritionally robust U.S. populations.  



 

 

3. Given that parts o Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 

Answer:  

 

Long-standing housing policies contributed to hyper-segregation along socioeconomic, 

ethnic and racial lines and it will take deliberate policy solutions to address it. This 

includes setting strong affordable housing requirements for new construction, as well as 

redevelopment and rehabilitated housing construction, elimination of fee-in-lieu 

allowances for developers, investment and reinvestment of the full range of resources in 

poorer neighborhoods, robust and sustained programs for rehabilitation of housing 

stock, use of housing vouchers without allowance for discrimination, and commitment to 

programs which do not displace residents as neighborhoods rebuild and new, upwardly 

mobile residents move in. We must provide federal dollars and statutory support with a 

prohibition on discriminatory lending practices, zoning practices, and home sale and 

leasing practices and enforce fair housing laws with use of significant penalties that 

discourage bad behavior, and can’t be written off as “the price of doing business” 

 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer:  

 

We need to increase the federal minimum wage and index it to inflation, decrease or 

eliminate tipped work, and strengthen and improve enforcement of anti wage theft laws. 

We must establish a progressive tax structure and repeal most Trump tax cuts. We need 

to expand the earned income tax credit; strengthen the Consumer Financial Protection 

Bureau as an independent agency with strong investigatory regulatory and enforcement 

powers; prohibit discriminatory and regressive lending practices; cap commercial interest 

rates based on the prime lending; allow education loans to be refinanced and to be 

discharged in bankruptcy proceedings; close the education achievement gap; decrease 

costs of higher education; and provide more career and technical training. I would also 

support the establishment of the commission on reparations. 

 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 

Answer:  

 

First steps for addressing our immediate health care affordability and access issues are 

the reestablishment of repealed provisions and the expansion of the ACA. We must then 

work towards transition to a universal single-payer system, which, if based on Medicare, 

must include improvements in coverage of prescriptions, and dental and vision benefits. 

Meanwhile, put provisions in place to oversee the cost of healthcare, because as long as 

hospitals care facilities and device and pharmaceutical manufacturers, and their allies 

are allowed to set their own prices, we will not be able to rein in the escalating costs.  All 

conversations about access and insurance coverage are moot if the cost of care is not 

managed, reasonable, void of profiteering and sustainable. I broadly support the health 

care policy recommendations of Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP), 



 

which advocates for universal, comprehensive single-payer national health insurance. A 

comprehensive plan should include, an expanded public option, lowering the age to 

qualify for Medicare to 55, pharmaceutical price controls using any of several 

mechanisms including; allowing Medicare and Medicaid to negotiate cost, importation of 

pharmaceuticals, claw back of tax payer research dollars, and establishment and use of 

a cost review and price setting board. 

 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer:  

 

Ratify the ERA (come on Virginia!) and put Planned Parenthood vs Casey, the current 

law of the land, in repeal. Instead of Casey, Congress should give women autonomy 

over their own health by replacing it in statute with Whole Women's Health, which would 

ensure that laws that claim to support women's health, but actually just burden access to 

care, are unconstitutional.  Congress also needs to repeal the Hyde Amendment, which 

has blocked federal Medicaid funding for abortion services except in a few limited 

situations such as; the pregnancy endangers the patient’s life, or the pregnancy resulted 

from rape or incest. By not covering abortion even when a patient’s health is at risk, the 

Hyde Amendment unfairly penalizes low-income women and interferes in a decision that 

should only be made by a woman in consult with her doctor.  

 
7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 

 

Families must not be separated. Immigrants are vital to our country and our workforce, 

and the current H2A and H2B programs, and other worker visas must expand to meet 

the demand of our businesses. Undocumented people need a path to citizenship. We 

must extend DACA and protect our Dreamers access to education.  

 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer:  

 

We must take back our leadership role by reestablishing key relationships and by 
offering ourselves as a strong, consistent example for how we solve the urgent issues 
ahead including addressing climate change, respecting human rights, resisting 
authoritarian government and supporting fair trade.  We must embody and uphold, at 
home and abroad, our fundamental American values of equity, opportunity, fairness and 
respect for human dignity. 
 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 

Answer:  

 

Ensure that we have a adequate and proper census in 2020 and future years, statutorily 

re-establish voided provisions of the Voter Rights Act, encourage re-establishment of 

civics education, require strict auditing mechanisms and paper ballots voting machines, 

support robust and sustained security and voter ballot safety efforts on the part of federal 

agencies in conjunction with states are my top priorities.  We must also challenge voter 



 

suppression and other disenfranchisement efforts at state levels. 

 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 

session? Answer:  

 

Finding low cost solutions to addiction is critically important to our nation. It will limit 

rising health care costs and minimize the devastating social impacts. Toward this effort, I 

would move Ibogaine, Marijuana and other drugs with potential medical benefits off of 

Schedule 1. This allows for research on these potentially meaningful treatments to 

addiction to move forward quickly.  


