
 

Candidate Questionnaire for 
 Maryland’s Congressional District 7 

November 2019 
 

The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

TALMADGE BRANCH 
 
Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: 

I’ve worked on Capitol Hill for Congressman Parren J. Mitchell. I have over 25 years’ 

experience working in Annapolis in various leadership roles and I’m the current House 

Majority Whip 

 

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer: We must adhere to the Paris Climate Agreement; we need all of the countries 

to come together on a holistic basis to combat the effect of climate change and to begin 

to reverse it.  

 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 

Answer: I would work with the state and local government to encourage and assist in 

the creation of mixed-income communities; beyond that I would work on push legislation 

that prevent discriminatory practices in regards to housing.  

 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: 

To reduce wealth and income inequality I would favor steps to raise the minimum wage, 

to revise the extremely low federal poverty limits, and explore initiatives designed to 



 

rebuild the middle class 

 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 

Answer: I would like to the see the public option included in the healthcare bill, which 

would make the insurance companies have to compete on price thus driving the price of 

insurance down and the removal of the tax penalty for those who do not have insurance.  

 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: 

Congress should protect Title X to ensure that women have a robust reproductive health 

programs such as those offered by clinics such as Planned Parenthood 

 

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 

I would like to see a provision that prevents the separation of families. We should do 

everything we can to keep families together. 

 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: 

First, we must make sure that America is strong and that means having a strong military. 

Secondly, we must develop our allegiances around the world with the goal of brokering 

peace which in turn opens the door for good faith negotiations (business, military, etc.)  

 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 

Answer: 

We should bolster the voter registration system and extend early voting  

 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 

session? Answer: 

My first pieces of legislation would be ones that would protect federal workers from some 

of Trump punitive executive orders – particularly the ones that seeks to combine the 

Federal Workers Sick & Vacation days which would give Federal Workers less days; and 

the one that reduces the employment protections of Federal Workers which made it 

easier to fire Federal Workers. 


