
Candidate Questionnaire for 
Maryland’s Congressional District 

7 November 2019  

The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to 
all candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election.  

Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses 
longer than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your 
answers is noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  

Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute 
widely in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to 
each question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com.  

 

Questions:  

1. What are your qualifications for this position?  

I’ve been fortunate over my career as an International Health & Development Professional to 

have visited many countries of the world, and I have seen the negative changes which have 

befallen countries suffering from poor governance, corruption, and lack of leadership.  

I’ve spent 20 plus years in this capacity working from the national down to the community 

level to prevent - or alternatively provide responses to – such negative changes.  

In contrast to many of my fellow candidates, I am not a career politician but a very concerned 

District 7 voter regarding the state of local and national race relations, corruption in 

government, regime change wars, and the lack of leadership in responding to climate change.  

The US Congress is in need of leaders with fresh ideas who directly represent the will of 

their constituents and who understand the global realities of what we ALL will be facing in the 

coming decades ... leaders who can make balanced, informed, and measured decisions for 

how best to respond to the Global Climate Crisis and to stand up for climate justice working on 

behalf of our Districts, our States, and our Country. I am one such leader!  



Please refer to my website 

https://votetdanbaker.com/about/.  

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change?  

As a trained member of Vice President Al Gore’s Climate Reality Leadership Corps, I’ve 

believed in the need for US leadership and an aggressive response to the Global Climate 

Crisis for many years now. Clearly much more needs to be done. To this end in my website 

platform I propose a district-wide “stretch goal” to start to Reverse Climate Change (while 

establishing new jobs and reducing crime) by:  

• Establishing the first all renewable energy municipality in the 

US &  

• Training D7s un/deremployed in solar and wind turbine manufacturing, grid 

conversion, and systems installation.  

In establishing the first all renewable energy municipality in D7, what is required first and 

foremost is citizen and distributor incentives to convert from fossil fuel based electric supply 

to renewables only supply. Renewable energy costs per kwh are typically 5 cents less than 

that of fossil fuel-based supply.  

As Representative, I would work with local communities and all levels of Maryland state and 

local government: first, to identify the economic and environmental benefits of conversion; 

second, to overcome key roadblocks to conversion; and third, to lobby Congress to support this 

cutting edge, first of its kind D7 initiative.  

Please refer to my website https://votetdanbaker.com/reversing-climate-change-while-

establishing- jobs-in-district-7/  

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated  

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods?  

This is one of several issues where I will ask the questions: ‘what does District 7 really want 

done?’ and ‘what can we all do together?’. Without community empowerment and buy in, very 

little is possible. However, with community buy in and ownership, I believe anything is!  

In the days prior to computers, high speed internet and smart phones, a district voted for a 

‘representative’ who went away to Washington, D.C. to speak ‘for’ their district. The present-day 

approach I will take is to go a step further and to work directly ‘with’ District 7 voters to identify 

the majority (or at least plurality) position for how constituents want me to vote on any and all 

major legislation.  

My hope (and pledge) then is to vote ‘with’ – not just ‘for’ – District 7 100% of the 



time!  

And if a majority / plurality of District 7 wants me to work to help integrate our neighborhoods 

and has recommendations for ‘what they really want done” and “what we can do together” 

regarding reducing the negative impacts of hyper-segregation, then I will represent this in 

Congress.  

Please refer to my website https://votetdanbaker.com/what-im-for__trashed/improved-

race- relations-via/ for my ideas for improved race relations in the country.  

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality?  

Please refer to my website https://votetdanbaker.com/what-im-

for__trashed/improved-race- relations-via/ where I address the racial wealth gap 

starting with :  

“• Universal Basic Income / Reparations – For Native, African, & Japanese 

Americans  

....And when we talk about most US citizens being from immigrant families, we must 

acknowledge that many of us – some 40,000,000 (40 million) US citizens – come from 

families of unwilling immigrants brought to the Colonies and later The United States 

completely against their will. Such kidnapping, imprisonment without cause en masse, 

and enslavement of some 600,000 forced immigrants from Africa brought – to what 

eventually became the USA as “free labor” – today is unconscionable. Such activities 

being condoned by the US Government, has never effectively been answered for nor 

restitution ever provided. As a result of this flagrant abuse of universal human rights 

and the repeat taking of life, liberty, and property, I propose from now into perpetuity 

that upon reaching adulthood all US African American Citizens (descended from 

slaves) receive a UBI of $2,000 / month....”  

Please also refer to my platform at https://votetdanbaker.com/tdans-platform/ where I 

voice my support for:  

• Equal Pay: Same salary for same 

job  

• Minimum Wage = A living wage!  

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill?  

Allow me to acknowledge that this is a massive and very clear issue that exists. In 

seeking to raise awareness of this in the US Congress I’d like to first discuss the details 

of the issue with my constituents to better understand what they really want done and 



what we can do together. With community buy in and ownership, I believe anything is 

possible!  

This said, at present I support Vice President Joe Biden’s health care proposal 

(https://joebiden.com/healthcare/) versus the Sanders / Warren Medicare for all. If a 

majority / plurality of District 7 voters is also in support of like Biden legislation, as 

Representative I will vote with this majority / plurality.  

Please refer to my answer to #3 

above.  

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare?  

Likewise, allow me to acknowledge that this is a massive and very clear issue that 

exists. In seeking to raise awareness of this in the US Congress, I’d like to first 

discuss the details of the issue with my constituents to better understand what they 

really want done and what we can do together. With community buy in and 

ownership, I believe anything is possible!  

This said, at present I support Vice President Joe Biden’s health care proposal 

(https://joebiden.com/healthcare/) versus the Sanders / Warren Medicare for all. If a 

majority / plurality of District 7 voters is also in support of like Biden legislation, as 

Representative I will vote with this majority / plurality.  

Please refer to my answer to #3 above and Please refer to TDan’s 

platform at https://votetdanbaker.com/tdans-platform/ where I voice my 

support for:  

• Equal Pay: Same salary for same 

job  

• Female Reproductive Rights: It is a woman’s right to choose and have access 

to health care services!  

• Universal Health Care (Plus Public Option): It is a Human Right! People should 

have the right to choose the kind of care they want.  

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill?  

From my Peace Corps Paraguay days in the early 90s, I have lived, worked, and traveled 



throughout most of Latin America. Having lived in Guatemala, El Salvador, northern Mexico and 

in Tucson, Arizona – where I taught and coached undocumented immigrant students - I’ve seen 

firsthand the realities of what’s “pushing” people to leave their homes and likewise what it’s like 

to be an “illegal” in the US.  

What these undocumented immigrants want is much of the same that most people in District 7 

want, “their income to stretch a little further; to feel safe and secure from violence; and to have 

equal access to health care, good education, and adequate food and housing.” If a 

majority/plurality of District 7 were to support the right of DACA recipients to retain residency in 

the US, I will fully support this. And regarding the remaining undocumented immigrants in the 

US, I will support a pathway to legal residency for those with NO criminal record - while phasing 

out ICE - and bringing immigration control policy into a new Department of Domestic Race 

Relations & Cultural Affairs established under a new 21st Century Civil Rights Bill as per below 

from my website https://votetdanbaker.com/what-im- for__trashed/improved-race-relations-via/.  

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world?  

Please see below from my website https://votetdanbaker.com/less-interventionist-

foreign- policy/.  

• End Regime Change Wars – Apparently IKE was 

right  

• A 21st Century National Security Act – Tanks vs. Terrorists 

doesn’t work  

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation?  

Please refer to my website https://votetdanbaker.com/reduced-corporate-influence-in-

government- via/ where I address:  

• Repeal of Citizens United Ruling – End government 

for hire  

• Term Limits – 16 years total time in 

Congress  

Lastly, please see my answer 

to #3  



10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your 

first session? Answer:  

A 21st Century Civil Rights Bill – Covering all 

races  

Regardless of race what I believe most Americans want is to improve their month to 

month, have their children, and raise their families in safety while still enjoying their 

respective cultures, customs, and even different languages.  

While nine Civil Rights Acts were passed by Congress (between 1866 to 1991), given 

the ever changing demographic makeup of the United States and the ever increasing 

outing of xenophobic and racist acts – largely due to modern communication 

technology – the time has  

come to take a modern day, multi-racial look at both inter & intra race relations 

and racial inequality in the United States.  

Within the ongoing US experiment – of an ever-expanding multi-racial population – are 

we as a country aspiring to have an ever more egalitarian and harmonious society or 

one which falls victim to its baser fears?  

In line with the former, I propose opening a fresh, innovative, multi-racial, bipartisan 

dialogue regarding a 21st Century Civil Rights Bill addressing, existing and future, 

potential inter & intra racial priority concerns as well as the development of a new, 

dedicated, Department of Domestic Race Relations & Cultural Affairs at the federal 

level.  


