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The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: 

I am a son of Baltimore City, Baltimore County and Howard County. I have worked in 

and been devoted to this community my entire life.  I have worked to aid thousands of 

people recover from the disease of addition as the COO of I Can’t We Can, built 

hundreds of units of affordable housing and created countless jobs for the people of the 

MD-07.  I know what it takes to work across difference to get initiatives completed with 

the empathy and concern of people prioritized in the execution.  I have also worked 

across the globe in more than 50 countries, always bringing back resources and support 

to our district.  I understand from these experiences how to enhance the quality of life of 

our electorate and craft legislation that will be effective at implementing the necessary 

changes for us to truly see progress.   

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer: Policy-We must institute legislative consideration for climate change in every 

aspect of our policies especially energy and new infrastructure.  Education-We must 

better inform all levels of our educational system about the importance of climate change 

and the role human beings have played in harming our air, water, forests and plant life 

and the obligation that we must necessarily hold ourselves to in order to put mankind on 

a path to climate redress. Action- We must build in a much more environmentally 

responsible way.  

 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 



 

Answer: I would expand private sector initiatives that I have already implemented that 

have led to widespread integrated holistic community living. Such initiatives have 

focused on affordable housing, recovery and job creation and have resulted in an 

integrated set of community beneficiaries from these works.  

 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: 

Provide better access to economic development resources and making the bureaucracy 

around government subsidy easier to understand for new entrants.  

 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 

Answer: Easier access to options and clearer simplicity about providing, understanding 

and gaining access to affordable healthcare.  

 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: We 

must continue to champion the women’s right to choose and prioritize cares for women’s 

health by engaging in ancillary legislation that affects women’s health through safety 

such as reauthorizing the Violence Against Women’s Act.  

 

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 

Immigration should continue to protect the those seeking refuge and asylum from 

despotic regimes that hamper democratic pursuits. We must protect refugees and 

promote refuge from allies and global citizens facing oppression in the wake of 

authoritarian abuse.  

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: 

America must reestablish its reputation as the beacon of hope for the world. We must 

strengthen and preserve ties with our allies and maintain strong unequivocal objection to 

terror and oppression across the globe. America must also strengthen its public 

diplomacy and provide redress for irresponsible rhetoric that as hurt our countries 

reputation under the current administration.  

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 

Answer: Voter registration and participation must be charged and we must reinstitute 

programs like School House Rock and Rock the Vote on multi-platform media in order to 

spur increased participation amongst the new generations who consume information in 

that manner. 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 

session? Answer: Legislation that would tie infrastructure spending for our district to 

localized jobs.  


