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November 2019 
 
The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 
Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: 
I’ve worked in a Congressional office as Chief of Staff and I’ve worked on the House 
Ways & Means Committee. I know how Congress works. Still today, I have good working 
relationships with current members. I’ve spent more than 20 years in the trenches. 
Throughout my career, I’ve fought to improve the lives of working families by advocating 
for change on every level of government, and I know what it takes to get things done. 
One of the things I’m most proud of in my career is working to promote nutrition and 
healthy lifestyles for our kids. I knew this was an issue impacting kids across the country, 
and right here in Baltimore—and that without access to healthy foods and safe outdoor 
spaces for exercise, our kids would suffer physically and mentally. We worked with cities 
and communities to give them the tools and resources they needed to reduce obesity 
and improve healthy eating and active living. I have worked to bring people together to 
solve tough problems and that’s exactly how I’m going to continue to bring social and 
economic change to greater Baltimore in Congress.  

 
2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer: 
We only have one planet, and we need to take care of it. Climate change is an 
existential threat and a global issue. I believe we need a comprehensive solution like the 
Green New Deal. So I think we should be focused on putting meat on the bones of the 
Green New Deal. Here in Maryland and the city of Baltimore, the Chesapeake Bay is 



 

both an environmental and economic lifesource. The Green New Deal will allow us to 
preserve our ecosystem and the jobs that rely on it, while also creating new, clean jobs 
in our economy. Furthermore, we must rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement and we 
should look at the existing Infrastructure Bill and make it more environmentally-oriented 
and sustainable. 
 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 
metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 
Answer: 
I’m running to spark an Inclusion Revolution. An important piece of that platform is 
equitable economic development across the Baltimore region. My late husband, 
Congressman Elijah Cummings stood for civil rights because he was acutely aware that 
African Americans have been denied the full rights throughout history and within his 
lifetime. One of his earliest civil rights victories was marching alongside Ms. Juanita 
Jackson Mitchell to integrate the Riverside pool when he was just a kid living in South 
Baltimore. We shared a passion for civil rights advocacy because of my own family’s 
experience with racial discrimination. As the fourth generation from slavery, my 
grandparents were refused the right to vote and treated inhumanely. My parents taught 
us the importance of continuing the battle for equality, equity and justice. I see policy in 
that context. Specifically on integration of neighborhoods, fair housing and equitable 
investment are very important initiatives. Furthermore, we need to ensure that as we 
invest in our neighborhoods, we don’t displace current and longtime residents. As a US 
Rep, I will fight to ensure we balance new investment with preserving existing strengths 
while we work to bring people together.   
 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: 
When the richest 10% owns 70% of wealth in our country, there’s an untenable problem. 
This is an issue we’re facing right here in this district; just a few miles away from one of 
the richest counties in America, people are struggling to put food on the table and keep a 
roof over their families’ heads. This is absolutely unacceptable and frankly, I think it 
speaks volumes that Republicans chose to give massive tax breaks to billionaires and 
corporations and then kick 700,000 people off food assistance. The federal government 
needs to hold Wall Street accountable and make sure corporations and billionaires are 
paying their fair share. At the same time, we need to build an economy that works for 
everyone, and ensure that every single person has an opportunity to succeed with 
economic security. I’ve spent my career fighting to close disparities in our economy and 
society. I’m the only candidate in this race who’s developed a policy agenda to close the 
racial wealth gap to address the economic inequality based on race. For 10 years, I 
served as the Director of the Closing the Racial Wealth Gap Initiative. In Congress, I’ll 
continue the fight for economic justice.  
 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 
Answer: 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?319079-6/washington-journal-racial-wealth-gap
https://www.c-span.org/video/?319079-6/washington-journal-racial-wealth-gap
http://globalpolicysolutions.org/programs/closing-the-racial-wealth-gap-initiative/


 

I know what it's like to grow up with really good health care because coming from a 
military family, we were guaranteed high-quality, affordable health care. Health care 
should be a human right. A federal, single-payer system that provides every single 
person access to high quality health care should be the foundation of coverage in the 
U.S.  I am open to how it is designed as long as it is universal, high-quality and 
affordable. Scaling Medicare to serve as the national system could very well be the 
answer, but I’m also open to other possible solutions that are affordable, high quality and 
universal. 
 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: 
Congress should do everything in its power to protect women’s access to health care. 
Access to reproductive care, especially abortion, is an important economic issue. Lack of 
access to reproductive healthcare and abortion disproportionately affects poor women 
and women of color. We need to fight to protect all forms of preventative and 
reproductive health care and push to fund and protect Planned Parenthood and the 
services they provide to women across the country. In Congress, I’ll fight against GOP 
efforts to restrict access and chip away at Roe v Wade by pushing for legislation to 
codify the historic 1972 SCOTUS decision.  
 

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 
I stand for comprehensive immigration reform that includes a fair pathway to citizenship 
for people from all parts of the world. Immigration reform is long overdue in this country. 
Currently the path to citizenship is burdensome, inefficient, and inequitable. Anyone who 
wants to live, work, and raise a family here in pursuit of the American Dream deserves a 
fair, viable path to become a US Citizen. 
 
A core piece of my platform is an Inclusion Revolution. Economic equity, educational 
opportunity, and universal access to care are important components, but so is the soul of 
our democracy and upholding American values of inclusion, equality, and justice. We 
need leaders who espouse values of love, respect, and inclusion and inspire people to 
pursue the American Dream.  
 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: 
The soul of our democracy is upholding American values of inclusion, equality, and 
justice. We need to set the example on the international stage and make the world safer 
for all. The world is more dangerous because of President Trump’s haphazard foreign 
policy decisions. We need to return to strategic diplomacy and acting as the beacon of 
light for the world, and we also need to work vigorously to leverage our power to address 
global poverty and connect nations of the world in a framework to achieve global peace 
and opportunity. 
 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 
Answer: 



 

We need a constitutional amendment to guarantee free and fair elections at every 
level of government in the US. Voting is the core institution of our democracy. It 
should be easier, not harder. In college, I served as the social action chair of my 
sorority and as president of the political science club. In 1992, I led the effort to 
register student voters so that their voices would be heard. Student turnout was high 
in that election but after the votes were tallied the Waller County Police arrested 13 
students; claiming that they voted illegally. We then organized a student march to 
demand the expungement of the students record and to fight for our right to vote. In 
2004, when Congressman Cummings was Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus 
I asked him to intercede in yet another voting rights violation at Prairie View. I was 
grateful that he agreed and, as a result, the George W. Bush Justice Department 
stepped in to assure students their rights. The battle for voting rights at PVAMU and 
around the country continues. I am passionate about it and will continue to fight for 
as a fundamental aspect of protecting and preserving our democracy. 
 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 
session? Answer: 
First, I’m committed to protecting and expanding Social Security and Medicare—it’s 
something I’ve devoted my career to, and would continue to lead the fight for in 
Congress. 
 
Additionally, I’ve devoted my career to opening doors and creating opportunities for 
everyone — especially those who have been historically left behind. I believe every 
single American is entitled to health care and a high-quality public education and I’m 
going to continue to fight for regional prosperity—by creating good-paying jobs and 
economic opportunities for the greater Baltimore area, especially the African American 
community here in the city. The best way to build a stronger Baltimore is to lift up the 
communities who have often been forgotten or ignored by those in power. In Congress, 
I’m also going to be focused on creating fair housing policy initiatives that will 
hyper-target HUD funding to cities with high vacant housing rates like Baltimore. I will 
also focus on legislation to protect and fund women’s access to health care, especially 
populations that are disproportionately affected and at-risk. 


