
 

Candidate Questionnaire for 
 Maryland’s Congressional District 7 

November 2019 
 

The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer:  Physician leader in charge 

of Baltimore city intensive care unit, Board of directors PCCAB practice with 

experience working with insurance and hospital administrators. Advocate for 

improved approach to drug addiction, overdose and poor access to health care. 

 

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer: First the whole country needs to be properly educated on the science 

and not propaganda from this administration.  Reduce reliance on fossil fuels and 

improve renewable sources with proper federal incentives. Improve Battery 

technology and reduce emissions from manufacturing with CO2 scrubbers and 

stricter standards. 

 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 

Answer:  Improve quality of schools and housing while supporting the 

communities with better job opportunities so that families move to the 

metropolitan areas to take advantage of better public transportation and cultural 

opportunities.  I have specific ideas on how to accomplish all these things but not 

enough room to include. 

 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: The tax 

loopholes within the Tax code need to be closed to billionaires with overseas 



 

interests and assets. Minimum wage needs to be increased to 15/hour and social 

security short falls corrected by (in part) increasing the total collected with FICA 

in top earners. 

 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 

Answer:  transparent billing practices, punitive measures for employers failing to 

cover workers, Improved access to drugs from Canada and other sources with 

proper FDA oversight.  The pharmaceutical industry will need shortened generic 

timeline and government may eliminate exclusivity for life saving medications 

(insulin, albuterol for asthma, heart conditions).  A public option for coverage is 

one option that would allow easier bipartisan acceptance.  I have proposed 

Universal Health Care Records to eliminate waste.  The Journal of American 

Medical Association has proposed some cost savings that could also reduce 

waste of >200 billion annually.  

 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: 

The Equal Rights Amendment should be passed if Virginia now votes yes.  But 

also, there should be more women on committees that make decisions on 

healthcare and never refuse funding for medical approved treatment based on sex 

or social concerns. 

  

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: A 

path toward citizenship that allows candidates safety from political prosecution 

and allows employment (with taxation) while families stay together and complete 

the process.  There shouldn’t be quotas from different parts of the world or ever 

separation of families.  

 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: Leading by 

example.  Improving our approach to climate change, reducing our subservience 

to oil producing nations when civil rights are abused and regaining a reputation 

as a beacon to oppressed people everywhere. 

 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 

Answer:  Term limits for congress and Senate to 12 years total. My proposal for 

universal health information card would include social security access and for 

voter registration.   

 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 

session? Answer:   Many choices.  I suppose a Universal Health Record is most 

likely to gain bipartisan support and immediately eliminate billions of dollars of 

waste from over testing and lack of information during treatment of patients 

throughout the country.    I also am asking settlement from opioid manufacturers 

get used to help support addiction treatment and psychiatric care.  There is also a 

chance that rewording the FHA loan could encourage better renovations within 



 

our district to improve quality and availability of rentals while giving young people 

education on the trades lacking in our public school sytem. 


