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The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

Questions: 
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: 

I have served as a community and healthcare advocate for many years.  At the national 

level, I have served on and Chaired the Legislative Committee for a Professional 

Organization, and also Chaired the Advocacy Committee for a philanthropic Foundation 

where I had the opportunity to work directly with our staff lobbyist.  Both organizations 

held annual Hill Day convenings that included attendance by stakeholders from all 

around the country, industry representatives and legislators. I worked for a State 

regulatory agency for nine years and have completed CLEAR basic and specialized 

investigative training. I have a love of governance and have served on and Chaired 

several By-Laws Committees.  At the local level, I have been continuously active in 

advocacy and volunteerism, and provided testimony at Committee Hearings in the State 

Legislature. 

 

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer:  To combat climate change, we must remove from office promoters of 

specious, debunked science and climate change deniers who are dismantling the 

regulations that keep us safe.  We must address climate change immediately by 

following the dictates of evidenced based science that urge innovative technologies and 

pragmatic applications that reduce our carbon footprint:  hybrid vehicles, clean energy, 

agricultural efficiency, consistent enforcement of violations, recycling programs that 

work, increased green spaces and ensure  
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access to clean water everywhere. 

 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 

Answer: 

 A primary driver for home value is typically the quality of the zoned schools.  I would 

promote legislation that ensures high quality and affordable training equity for teachers 

and support personnel, increased incentives in loan forgiveness programs for teachers 

in Title I schools, and support funding for public transportation and mixed income 

community development.  When school disparities are eliminated, property values 

increase and a greater variety of communities become more desirable to everyone.  

Baltimore County has recently accomplished a great step forward by passing the HOME 

Act to reduce housing discrimination based on source of income. 

 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: 

The minimum wage was last increased in 2009.  We must move to a higher, more livable 

wage.  I support restructuring of the tax code so that those at the very top incomes pay 

their fair share. Investment in infrastructure and transportation are key parameters for 

accessing desirable jobs.  Consumer protection, affordable and accessible healthcare 

options, and subsidizing childcare and afterschool programs are pragmatic mechanisms 

to avert and reduce poverty. 

 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 

Answer: This reformed Bill would include comprehensive coverage for each and every 

person, including dental, hearing aids, addiction treatment, mental health and vision 

services, and substantially limit co-payments and deductibles. Prescription drug 

affordability and elimination of the Medicare ‘Donut Hole” are a top priority for reform.  I 

support expansion of Federally Qualified Health Centers and community-based health 

centers, Indian Health Service programs, and reauthorization of Title VII Health 

Professions Training Programs. 

 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: 

Women are constitutionally guaranteed reproductive freedom.  I will support efforts to 

buttress and defend this right, protect access to contraception, and repeal gag rules. 

Congress must also provide pathways for research that is directed toward identifying 

improved diagnostic measures for women’s health concerns and safer, more efficacious 

contraception.   

 

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 

First and foremost, I would reaffirm Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  We 

made an agreement, and we must stick to our word.  I also envision a more humane 

asylum and refugee system where families are not separated, where applicants are 

offered efficient due process, where federal immigration officials  
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are not intervening in local law enforcement agencies, where individuals in detention are 

afforded appropriate medical care (such as influenza immunizations) and legal 

representation, and where a pathway for citizenship is possible for undocumented 

individuals. 

 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer:  America is 

the world’s leader.  We must act with civil discourse, reliability and consistency in policy 

without rigidity, recognition of the urgency of the need for global cooperation and action 

to combat climate change, stand strong for our democracy, women’s rights and support 

for strong science. 

 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 

Answer: Voter suppression in every regard must be eliminated.  Early voting, same day 

registration and voting, accessible voting and removing restrictions on ex-offenders are 

key parameters in expanding voter participation.  Elimination of gerrymandering and 

providing voting representation in Congress to the citizens of the District of Columbia 

would be exciting reforms.  Implementation of regulations to prevent purging of voter 

rolls would have a direct impact on voting capacity. 

 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 

session? Answer: I believe that the burden of student loans is negatively influencing 

the choices of the next and future generations of our country.  The cost of higher 

education and workforce development programs should not prohibit our youth and non-

traditional students from pursuing their dreams and their path to employment.  I would 

champion legislation that expands low interest federal student loan programs, eliminates 

interest accrual for full time students, expands student loan forgiveness programs, 

provides FAFSA navigation assistance, and substantially penalizes predatory lenders. 


