
 

Candidate Questionnaire for 
 Maryland’s Congressional District 7 

November 2019 
 

The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer:   

 

I successfully served in this role for 10 years and was reelected by the voters of 

the 7th Congressional District by 82% or more each time.  I am proven, tested, 

and ready to fight for the 7th Congressional District on day one.  

 

Other items bulleted due to the 200 words limitation. 

 

• Founded Morgan State University’s radio station to integrate media 

options and make information available to people of color. 

 

• Won first Baltimore City Council election by three votes; importance of 

every voter is real for me. Led anti-apartheid effort to divest City funds 

from South Africa.  Work started lasting relationship with Nelson Mandela, 

including travel between countries. 

 

• Elected to represent Maryland’s 7th Congressional District.  Chaired (i) 

Congressional Black Caucus, (ii) Joint Economic Committee, and (iii) 

small business subcommittee. 

 



 

• Accepted once in a lifetime offer to lead National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  Returned organization’s 

profile and finances to top tier of civil rights community.   

 

• Ran for U.S. Senate, earning 40.5% of the vote in Maryland primary.   

 

• Served as Executive Director of National Medical Association. 

 

• Chair - Board of Regents for Morgan State University.  Various other 

boards. 

 

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 

Answer:   

 

America must take bold steps to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change.  

Those steps include incentivizing personal choices, motivating corporations to 

make better choices (either by the carrot, the stick or both), helping to lead the 

way towards an increasingly green economy, and reestablishing our role as a 

global leader on climate issues.   

 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 

metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 

Answer: 

 

As an initial matter, we should acknowledge the culture established by a leader 

matters.  His or her tone, word choice, body language, and less visible actions 

set the stage for others to follow.  As a leader in the 7th Congressional District, I 

will establish an office that reflects the spectrum of diversity the Baltimore County 

Progressive Democrats Club and I seek.  In short, I will establish a leadership 

culture that says full diversity and inclusion are our baseline. 

 

On the substance of the issue, public intervention and public policy solutions are 

critical to addressing the pervasive nature of segregated neighborhoods.  I will 

leverage the Congressional seat to ensure federal, state, and local fair housing 

laws are better enforced.  I will work to increase affordable housing options 

across the entire District.  I will leverage the Congressional seat to ensure we 

invest in the communities that are more diverse and demonstrating a continued 

commitment to diversity.  I will also leverage the Congressional seat to address 

the historic disinvestment in many communities.  

 

 



 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: 

 

I grew up in poverty.  I know the reality of wealth and income inequality firsthand.  

I also had the honor of chairing the Joint Economic Committee in Congress, so I 

have firsthand knowledge of the economic policy tools available to Congress.  It 

is a unique set of experiences. 

 

I will work to increase the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour today, with that 

figure indexed to inflation.  I will work to revisit the most recent tax cuts for the 

highest earning Americans so that we can invest that money into educating our 

children.  Education is a key to economic success.   

 

Likewise, I will work to expand skills training, apprenticeship opportunities, and 

workforce development options to get more of our neighbors on a path to earning 

more money.  The policy mix is investing in opportunities for many to earn a fair 

living and not allowing others to shelter money through unfair tax treatments. 

 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 

Answer: 

Healthcare is a right, not a privilege.  Therefore, I support universal healthcare 
coverage as a goal.  My specific vision for moving us to universal healthcare 
coverage includes creating a public health insurance model like Medicare while 
strengthening the private and/or employer-sponsored insurance options.  My 
vision includes a sizeable tax credit to help offset/lower the cost of existing health 
insurance premiums.  My vision for a Democratic healthcare bill also includes 
expanded healthcare access for low-income Americans. Key funding 
mechanisms include rolling back the newly created tax cuts for the wealthiest 
citizens and closing the capital gains tax loopholes. 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: 

 

A first step to protecting women’s access to healthcare is acknowledging two 

things:  (1) women have healthcare needs and realities that differ from men in 

significant ways; and (2) for too long, men have established American healthcare 

policies without the benefit, expertise, insight, and wisdom of the women and 

families who will be affected by them.  Like my response to Question 3. above, 

the mindset and environment established by a leader helps to create the solution.  

I will establish a tone to foster the right solutions. 

 

On the substance of the issue, I will work to protect women’s access to 

healthcare by supporting the approaches to universal healthcare described in my 



 

response to Question 5.  The healthcare model I seek recognizes there are 

biological and social factors that lead to the differences in how men and women 

show symptoms of illness and have differences in how they should be treated.  

My healthcare model will also recognize the historical role women play in our 

families, with that role often serving as the intergenerational healthcare leader.  

Reproductive healthcare awareness and rights are paramount as are broad-

based policy enhancements, e.g., enhancing the Family Medical Leave Act.   

 

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 

 

Sensible immigration policies built America.  Immigration continues to be the 
heartbeat of the American economy.  I will fight to require humane immigration 
protocols at our borders so that we will not have to relive the tragedies of the last 
few years, e.g., required protocols ending immigration policies that put people in 
cages or tear children away from their parents.  In addition, I will work to create a 
well-reasoned pathway to citizenship.     
 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: 

 

America should lead by example.  If America wants to build upon its position as a 

world leader, we must show the world leaders who have integrity and have moral 

authority.  We also must show the world the possibility of effective economic 

inclusion.  Further, we must show the world the possibility of effective clean 

energy and climate control policies.  Lastly, we must show the world the strength 

of our alliances and coalition building acumen.    

 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 

Answer: 

 

I am an advocate for same day voter registration, re-enfranchisement efforts, and 

expanded vote by mail options.   

 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 

session? Answer: 

 

Healthcare reform will be a critical issue for me to champion in my first session. 


