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November 2019 
 
The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 
candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 
questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will 
endorse prior to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one 
canvass/phone bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election. 
 
Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 
than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 
noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.  
 
Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 
post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely 
in club emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each 
question on this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com. 
 

Questions:  
 

1. What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: 
 
I believe I am the best candidate for the position because of my record and my 

background. I first began serving in the House of Delegates in 2003 and have 
introduced or co-sponsored bills on a whole host of issues that are just beginning to get 
traction: Ending the lead crisis. Addressing mass incarceration. Adding accountability to 
government agencies and the police. Universal healthcare.  

Our district deserves a Congresswoman who has the policy knowledge and the 
moral compass to get funding for our local needs, advocate for national priorities, and 
hold government accountable to the people. Maryand is also lacking in women’s 
representation in Washington, and I am a woman up to the task of representing our 
proud district. Like Congressman Cummings, I am a practicing attorney and have the 
legal acumen to expand human rights legislation in Congress. I served as the Director 
of the Baltimore Office of Civil Rights and Wage Enforcement prior to my ascension to 
the State Senate. I have immense pride that Congressman Cummings called me “The 
People’s Champion”. Not only do I have a history of civil rights advocacy, I also have 
serious plans on how to take the freedom struggle to Congress. 
 



 

2. What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? 
Answer: 
 
We need a public project that invests a massive amount of federal resources into 
mitigating climate change, a Green New Deal. This can be accomplished by building 
world-class transit infrastructure to connect our entire country. By installing renewable 
energy sources, a field of solar panels in the Southwest and windmills throughout the 
Midwest. Convert workers in the fossil fuel economy to beekeeping, manufacture and 
installation of renewable energy sources, manufacture and operation of a bustling public 
transportation sector. We need to convert 100% renewable energy as soon as possible, 
and we have no time to waste. And we need to end wars, which are a major contributor 
to climate change. 
 

3. Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated 
metropolitan areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? 
Answer: 
 
I support federal investment into public housing and public transit projects, such 
as the Red Line, that would create new housing and job opportunities. I will fight 
for housing as a human right and national rent control legislation. I will fight for 
strong anti-discrinination policies and to end the “Black tax”: extra costs in real 
estate just for Black people.  
 

4. What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer: 
 
We need to raise the minimum wage to a living wage, provide healthcare for all, 
guarantee housing as a human right , and fix our cruel tax system that makes 
secretaries pay a higher tax rate than billionaires. Wealth inequality has spiraled out of 
control. I will be a day 1 sponsor of Glass-Steagall, wealth tax, and public banking 
legislation. Also, I propose banning flat fines issued by police departments around the 
country and switching all fines to income based. Flat fines are routinely used by police 
departments to provide money to local governments by fining relentlessly. 
 

5. What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? 
Answer: 
 
I will be a day 1 sponsor of HR1384, the Medicare for All bill. I demand a healthcare 
bill that ends private insurance and guarantees healthcare as a right without 
co-pays, deductibles, or premiums. I demand healthcare that has comprehensive 
coverage: prescription medicine, vision, dental, hearing, long-term care, and 
physicals. 
 

6. What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: 



 

 
Reproductive rights should be added as an amendment to the Constitution. 
Reproductive healthcare should be covered under Medicare For All and we must 
repeal the Hyde Amendment to ensure reproductive healthcare for all. 
Incarecerated women and non-binary folks also must receive adequate 
reproductive healthcare. 
 

7. What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: 
 
I would like to abolish ICE and end deportations. I want to create a path to 
citizenship and protect the DREAMers. We must also stop wars and economic 
exploitation of Latin America that disrupts that region.  
 

8. How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: 
 
We need a peaceful foreign policy. We do not need to engage in wars and coups. We 
should focus on solving problems at home and scaling back our military. 
 

9. How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? 
Answer: 
 
We need public financing of elections, and make the right to vote inalienable. 
Voter ID laws and other racist, classist means of subverting democracy must be 
eliminated. Most importantly, we must regain the public trust by acting with 
maximum transparency. 
 

10. What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first 
session? Answer: 

 
In my first session, I would sponsor a bill to end Opportunity Zones and bring 

federal funding to city and county budgets that is earmarked directly for education, 
recreation, infrastructure, and public health. Opportunity Zones drain wealth from cities 
and allow billionaires to profit.  


