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The Baltimore County Progressive Democrats Club (BCPDC) is sending this questionnaire to all 

candidates running to complete the term of Elijah Cummings in Congress. Completed 

questionnaires will be used to both educate our members and decide whom our club will endorse prior 

to the special primary election on February 4th. BCPDC will organize at least one canvass/phone 

bank with the endorsed campaign prior to the special primary election.  

  

Please answer all questions below with no more than 200 words per answer. Responses longer 

than 200 words will be shortened by a club board member. The deadline for your answers is 

noon EST, Wednesday, December 18.   

  

Questionnaires returned after the deadline will not be distributed to BCPDC members. We will 

post returned questionnaires on our club web site and our Facebook pages and distribute widely in club 

emails, noting those who did not respond by the deadline. Write your answers to each question on 

this document and return before the deadline to bcpdclub@gmail.com.  

  

Questions:   
  

What are your qualifications for this position? Answer: I have spent the past 30 years as an 

educator teaching over 6,000 Maryland lawyers Constitutional Law, Equal Protection, and 

Human Rights. I served as an advisor to Barbra Mikulski regarding judicial appointments, I 

started the Fannie Angelos Scholarship program, and most importantly I have listened to the 

people of this district for over 30 years talk about the issues that are important to them.   

 

 

What must America do to avert the catastrophic effects of climate change? Answer:   

We must take stock of what current capabilities we have to slow down our contribution to 

climate change and invest in long-term solutions that lead to eliminating our reliance on fossil 

fuels. I think it starts with messaging and for the first time since Al Gore made his movie I think 

we have a message that can resonate with the Green New Deal.  The Green New Deal must 

become a litmus test not just for political candidates but also for companies that we give business 

to. As a congressman I will be calling on my colleagues and my constituents to unify around the 

Green New Deal and focus on getting the message out that the Green New Deal is more than an 
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environmental protection plan but that it also a plan to revitalize the economy of so many cities 

and towns in America who have seen its jobs go overseas or get replaced by technology.   

 

 

Given that parts of Maryland (including District 7) are hyper-segregated metropolitan 

areas, what would you do to help integrate our neighborhoods? Answer: I support programs 

that improve social mobility including all of the following: (1) Affordable housing regulations; 

(2) Tree planting and improving the look and feel of our parks, streets and buildings;  and (3) 

Fighting for public funding for better public transportation with a heightened focus on a regional 

rail plan.  

  

What steps do you favor to reduce wealth and income inequality? Answer:  Improving the 

quality and access to education through increased funding.  We simply must spend less on 

defense and more on education. The disparity in the school systems in this country, state and 

district are drastic from one town to the next. We must bring all public schools up to the 

performing standards of our most successful public schools. We should make public tuition free 

for all Americans and cap the interest rates on student loans.  

  

What reforms would you like to see included in a Democratic healthcare bill? Answer: I 

believe we need a public option that can cover all Americans who do not receive employer 

mandated insurance. Those that don’t receive health insurance from the employer should have 

the ability to opt into a Medicaid or Medicare type program if they want or they may purchase 

their own insurance on the exchange. To pay for that we must allow the government to negotiate 

for reduced prices on prescription drugs similar to the way other countries have and we must 

reduce defense spending.  

  

What should Congress do to protect women’s access to healthcare? Answer: We must fight 

fire with fire. I get quite angry every time I read about a new bill that is being proposed by the 

right wing under the guise of “patient safety”, when it has the real purpose of shutting down 

clinics that provide health care to women. I have several ideas on bills that we can introduce that 

have a similar approach as these right-wing bills but will protect Planned Parenthood and other 

clinics.  

  

What reforms would you like to see in a Democratic immigration bill? Answer: A plan that 

creates a clear path to citizenship and protections for asylum seekers that is consistent with 

international law and the laws of other leading countries around the world.  

  

How should America exercise leadership around the world? Answer: The Green New Deal, 

The Green New Deal and The Green New Deal.  

  



 

How should we reform our political process and encourage voter participation? Answer: I 

support the Sarbanes legislation and believe we must have election day as a holiday in America 

and I am in favor of eliminating the electoral college.  

  

What is one piece of legislation that you would particularly champion in your first session? 

Answer: It would of course depend on the timing and what other bills are ripe, but I would say it 

would most likely be a public transportation bill, a public Wi-Fi bill, a student loan bill or a bill 

targeted at those who attack women’s health care clinics.   


