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What are your unique strengths for this position? What committee(s) would you like to
serve on and why?

Education is my strength. | am on Ways and Means, finally. | admit that serving on Judiciary for three
years has created a different and deeper concern for juvenile and adult justice or lack there of! Being the
sponsor for Second Look made me take a hard look at myself and face my own demons and understand
that | am a forgiving person but knowing how difficult it is when a victim. Unfortunately, education and
criminal justice are too often connected; that is my new fight and that won't change! | am a fighter, retired
and able to give back without apology!

What legislation would you introduce/sponsor to address economic inequality in
Maryland?

To fight inequality, | believe we must work to create equity and equality...giving folks opportunities. That
is what Blueprint is supposed to do. | would like to write a bill around financial literacy for high school
students. Others have tried elementary and middle school and have failed. My perspective would be how
to manage their paychecks. | would have the course a part of health or as a half credit elective which
would match another half credit course. There are more avenues to consider and a bill could unravel the
options. Other areas of my interest: living wage legislation ; funding and opportunities for vocational
training; collective bargaining around work conditions, health care, salaries...

What would you do to address the impacts of climate change in Maryland and how
would you encourage growth without degrading our environment and natural
resources?

| used to think of climate change as its own issue and protecting the environment as another. The more |
know, the more | see the two as intertwined. Cleaning the air makes us healthier and safer. If we work to
make the climate cleaner and safer, what we grow, where we swim, where we live become more stable
and safer. We must create legislation that assesses how one protects or supports the other; reforesting is
an example of how to clean the air while creating a safer and healthier environment for wildlife and
humans

What legislation would you introduce and/or sponsor to ensure Marylanders' rights
and wellbeing in the face of current federal policies? Please address protections for
women, the LGBTQ+ community, and all populations under threat.

MSDE must beef up attention to federal laws pertaining to IDEA, food programs (SNAP)for the hungry, the
MD Office of Civil Rights for protection of marginal and disenfranchised groups by gender, race , sexual
choices . We must continue to protect immigrants, ensuring their due process and safety. Local
government is going to have to kick in with programs and funding which means finding ways to access
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money, which will impact all of of us in new ways. School Systems will have to address Maintenance of
Effort in a realistic way, processing the general funds being tightened or eliminated. We see the issues
around medicaid and Medicare; threats to eliminate or weaken; we must consider bills to protect our
healthcare structure and prescriptions. The burden becomes ours as legislators

How do you plan to address the funding shortfall that will soon reach Maryland due to
Federal budget cuts to education, infrastructure, disaster response (FEMA) and
others?

All of the questions asked come down to this question. There is no simple response; this is systemic war.
Everyday, we see one group or another on Lawyers's Mall speaking about its need for more funding. It is
difficult to understand that just a few years ago, states were receiving federal COVID funds. Our services
and needs were being addressed. Now we are experiencing the polar opposite! More
public/private/philanthropic partnerships are being forged. | will be supporting one such opportunity in
my district. These are only temporary gap fillers. Government grants and private partnerships are popping
up...more gap fillers. Either this will be the new norm or we will find a new government structure that will
place the seat of national power in different hands. Where will " the people” fall if we do not carefully
create the partnerships between government and the wealthy ?



